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Shang Changrong (right), president of China Theater Artists Association, Song
Baoluo and his son Song Fei at the celebration
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REFERELELD,
Song Baoluo performs at the celebration.
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Peking Opera Artist Celebrates

By Mi Cao

Song Baoluo and I have known each other for nearly two dec-
ades. It has been what is called ‘friendship through the gap of gen-
erations'. I call him ‘Grandpa Bao'. He likes it very much.

Song Baoluo was born in Beijing in 1916, with his ancestry from

90-Year Career

the small county called Laishui in Hebei province, reputed for its
fine, long-standing tradition of ancient Chinese music. The perform-
ance of a 7-year-old Song Baoluo caught the eye of Feng Yuxiang
at the celebration gala held for the ousting of China's last Emperor
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Puyi , dethroned in 1912 as the result of 1911 Revolution, from the
Forbidding City in 1924. The general was so impressed that he gave

the child prodigy a big hug and packed his pockets with candies.

The lifetime story of Song Baoluo is a drama in its own right, as
often said by the Peking opera master about himself. Turning 16,
the boy in his puberty turned to traditional Chinese painting and
seal cutting under the instruction of such big names as Qi Baishi,
Zhang Daqian and Xu Beihong. Before that, he was already a star
on the Peking Opera stages across Beijing, Tianjin, Henan, Shan-
dong, Shanxi and Hebei, cities and provinces in northern China. At
23, he founded Song Baoluo Peking Opera Troupe in Shanghai, and
toured around the country. He finally settled down in Hangzhou,
after joining the Hangzhou Peking Opera Troupe in 1958.

He performed for many state leaders such as Chairman Mao, Zhou
Enlai and Deng Xiaoping. His eccentric performance of singing “the
rooster heralds a new time” and improvising a rooster on a piece of
Chinese rice paper at the same time constitutes an enduring part of
the memories of many of his followers including Chairman Mao.

The man is also a talented seal engraver, and had solo exhibitions
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REFRETHL,

Song Baoluo shows his calligraphy.
of traditional Chinese paintings in Shanghai, Hangzhou
and the United States.

At 97, Song Baoluo showed up at a celebration party,
held in commemoration of his nine decades of life as
a performing artist. The party was held in a hotel in
Hangzhou last December. Present at the celebration were
several Peking Opera masters, special guests and media
representatives from all over the country. He stepped
onto the stage to say thank you to Zhang Chunqiu, one
of the live-in disciples of Mei Lanfang, for her share of
stage contribution to the celebration. Song shared with
the audience how excited and proud he felt as a witness
to all the progresses achieved in the history of Peking
Opera.

Many of Song's fans call him the ‘gold voice'. In his
nineties, the man still has an amazingly mellow and so-
norous voice with clear articulation.

The atmosphere of the night culminated when ‘Grandpa Bao'
introduced Xie Shaoji, his accompanist for more than30 years, to
the audience and volunteered to sing a well known aria to express
his gratitude to the provincial government and the Zhejiang Peking
Opera Troupe for their long-time support.

When the celebration was nearing the end, his daughter Song Fei-
hong sang an aria of The Red Lantern for her legendary father. Based
in the US with a successful career, Song Feihong recalled what his
father often said to his children that made her what she is today.

“When we were young, my father always wanted us to bear in
mind that the sky will never fall and hope is out there.”

The sincerity and sense of humor of the approachable man can be
seen on Sina Weibo, to which he hooks up on with the help of his
students and daughter-in-law.

“I do the writing, and they do the editing and keep me updated
on the questions and messages left there by my friends and fans.
I do respond a lot. I live each of my living days to its fullest and
I hope the dreams of my friends can come true too. Welcome to
Hangzhou.” []



