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Couturiere behind Glitter
and Glory of Fashion

By Wang Xintong

Guo Pei might be not known to most
people in China. But some of the most
beautiful women in China know her
personally or eager to know her person-
ally. The petite couturiere makes tailor-
making high-end fashions and ceremonial
dresses.

A Beijing native born in 1967, Guo
Pei looks pretty herself. People often
wonder how she is able to keep years off
from ravaging her face. She looks young
and energetic. Asked about the secret of
keeping herself youthful, she claims that
a womnan with dreams will not age at all.

Guo Pei, now much sought after by
celebrities and VIP families in China,
had the dream of becoming a seamstress
when she was still a school girl. Her pas-

Guo Pel’s spectacular designs

sion of making beautiful dresses very
probably came from her mother, an expe-
rienced seamstress. Still a fifth grader at
the primary school, the little girl made a
fashionable dress for herself on the base
of a new dress worn by a big sister next
door. Deeply impressed by the young
teenager’s wonderful hands, people who
knew her commented: “you must have
been a seamstress in your before-life.”

It was only natural when Beijing-based
Second Light Industry School offered
China’s first fashion study course at na-
tional level, she grabbed the opportunity.

After graduation, she was employed to
work as a designer at a children’s garment
factory. While learning to make evening
dresses, she found time to visit Beijing

People’s Art Theater and studied the cos-
tumes there. In order to learn the secrets
of making a gipao, she bought best gipa-
os, took them apart and examined stitches
and cuttings. After a year, she entered a
fashion company and worked as its chief
designer. The company's sales boomed as
her designs took the market by storm.

However, Guo Pei was not happy
at all. She avoided looking at her own
designs in shopping malls. She was
embarrassed because she thought all
these things were cheap and not up to
her dreams. As a designer, she dreamed
of making beautiful skirts and qipaos.
She did not have anyone in particular on
her mind. She wanted to make fancy big
things as she firmly believed a designer
should.

An actress from Beijing Film Studio
came to her and commissioned the de-
signer to make dresses. Guo Pei designed
three sets for the lady. Sharply aware of
the emerging market demand, Guo sug-
gested the company cater to the niche
market and make cloths for the high-end
clients. Her suggestion was ignored.

In 1997, Guo Pei raised money and
started her own company called Rose
Studio. Clients flooded in. Thinking she
was a tailor, they brought fashion books
and magazines, showing the designer pic-
tures and saying they wanted this or that.

Guo Pei displayed her designs in
a showroom and explained she was a
designer. They were convinced. A cel-



ebrated film actress commissioned Guo
to make an evening dress for a national
film award ceremony.

Guo and her assistants made the dress,
which cost her 18,000 yuan but she
charged only 10,000 as agreed in the con-
tract. The actress wearing the dress was
awarded the Best Actress at the film festi-
val and the dress came into the limelight
of the national media. Guo Pei instantly
became the hottest designer in the capital,

Zhang Ziyi came to Rose Studio be-
fore 2008 CCTV Spring Festival Gala to
look for a suitable dress. She had visited
a few fashion designers but nothing she
had seen touched her heart. Busy making
dresses for CCTV presenters for the same
gala, Guo Pei did not notice Zhang until
the name was mentioned. Zhang said she
desperately needed a dress to impress the
directors or she might lose the chance of
appearing at the gala. After reading the
brief on Zhang's show, Guo was confi-
dent. A few days later Zhang was invited
back to view a long dress Guo Pei had
designed for her 2010 Spring/Summer
collection. The pinkish dress featured
silver embroidery and spangles and pet-
als on the skirt. Zhang tried it on and fell
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instantly in love with the dress. Her show
at the gala was sensational‘and the show-
biz media buzzed and wowed.

Wearing another short dress from the
same collection made by Guo Pei and a
pair of boots especially made, Zhang Ziyi
appeared at the Grammy award ceremony
not long after her appearance at the 2008
Spring Festival gala. Her fashion grabbed
the attention of the media. Guo Pei later
offered to give the dress and boots as gifts
to Zhang. Zhang declined, saying that
Guo must treasure them more than she did.
Guo Pei appreciated Zhang’s understand-
ing that a designer like her makes one-ofT
pieces and will sometimes become most
reluctant to part with a masterpiece no
matter how much is offered.

Guo Pei has big ideas about design
and she has big ideas about turning her
ideas into unique luxuries. She spares no
efforts to make every detail perfect. One
year she ordered 800 meters of a top-
class fabric from an Italian manufacturer.
The limited edition fabric was especially
made for her. She used silver-thread but-
tons from India. In 2008, she designed
and made 280 ceremonial dresses for the
Beijing Olympic Games. All the dresses

were hand-made. It took two days to
make a single button on the collar. Prob-
ably nobody noticed such a detail, but
Guo said seeking perfection is about an
attitude and a spirit no matter how costly
or time-consuming it is.

Now, Guo Pei’s Rose Studio sits in a
four-story building outside of the north of
the fifth ring road of Beijing. The ground
floor is a reception hall. The second floor
is partly assigned to jewelry designers
and partly to rooms where clients can try
on their dresses. On the third and fourth
floors are workshops where more than
140 designers, embroidery workers, and
other technicians work.

Guo Pei makes best dresses. A Grand
Gold qipao is her most favorite. It took
more than 100 workers two months to
do the embroidery alone. It cost 50,000
hours to make the gipao, or it would take
a worker fifteen years to make it. The
numbers about the qipao are impres-
sive: 28,000 silver buttons, thousands of
scrolls of silver threads made in Europe.
Someone offered 5 million yuan to buy
it but Guo Pei declined. It is now on dis-
play in Qipao Museum in 798 Art Zone

in Beijing. [
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