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my father stood at the Golden Summit, stretch-
ing his hands with the morning sun perched
on his open palm. It was more than 20 years
ago. 1 still remember how the picture impressed
me. Without hesitation, I set out gladly to visit
Mount Emei.

It was a fine day. The taxi driver informed
me that  was lucky to see the mount from afar.
It was true. The soaring peaks loomed large
from afar. The tallest one shone in red. The
driver announced it was the Golden Summit.

The Golden Summit is said to represent the
finest Buddhism culture. The patron
bodhisattva of Emei is Samantabhadra, known
in Chinese as Puxian. The first temple was built
in the era of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220
A.D.). From the Tang dynasty (618-907)
onward, the buildings on the peak multiplied.
In its peak period, temples, halls and monk
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The 26-meter-tall Golden Hall stands majestically on the

Mount Emei.

lodgings numbered more than 500; the kitchen
and the dining hall were big enough to cater to
1,000 people at the same time. The Golden Hall
was erected in the Mind Dynasty (1368-1644).
The 8-meter-tall hall shone in reds at the sun-
rise and people could see the shiny color pre-
sumably from 50 kilometers away in a fine
morning. That is how the name of Golden Sum-
mit came into popularity.

The magnificent hall came down in a fire
in the Qing Dynasty. The structure was rebuilt
in the Qing Dynasty and after 1949, the gov-
ernment allotted funds for a refurbishment
project. During the chaos of the Cultural Revo-
lution (1966-1976), however, the hall was used
to house a diesel generator. The generator
sparked a fire in April 1972. The fire enguifed
the Golden Hall and the rest of the Huazang
Temple and destroyed 8,972 pieces of precious
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cultural antiques such as paintings, bronze
articles, and calligraphic works.

The rebuilding project started in 2003. On
June 18, 2006, the project was completed and
over 3,000 people attended a ceremony in cel-
ebration of the event.

It was indeed my good fortune that day not
only because the fine weather allowed me to
see the Golden Summit from afar but also be-
cause the Golden Hall and the Huazang Temple
as well as the Puxian Statue were all there for
me to witness in splendor.

The taxi zigzagged all the way up to the
summit at 3,077 meters above sea level. The
first thing I saw, after picking up a flight of
stone stairs, was a gilded statue of Puxian,
which has ten faces. It is said that the 48-meter-
tall statue was made of 660 tons of bronze. The
undulating peaks around the statue looked like
a giant lotus flower. The Golden Hall, Silver
Hall and the rest of the Huazang Temple and
the Sleeping Cloud Nunnery were all draped
in soft white clouds. Beyond the clouds arched
the blue firmament. At the foot of the peaks
were three rivers meandering like thin belts and
sweeping farming fields fading away into the
horizon.

At the sunset moment, I heard someone
shouting excitedly, "The sea of clouds! The
sea of clouds!" I turned and gaped at the
spectacle. Large chunks of clouds were surg-
ing toward the peak where I stood. For a
moment, the sky below us was like the sea.
Turbulent clouds converted distant peaks into
a shore and nearby peaks into isles. The vista
was so breathtakingly beautiful that [ was all
of a sudden seized by an urge to step over the
guard rail and float into the clouds. But the
safety warning on the guard rail halted me.

I rose early the next morning and got to the
summit before dawn in order to see the sunrise.
The east turned to gray first and then white
gradually. The sky revealed a narrow line of
pink. I prayed for the sun to break through the
bank of clouds, but the clouds thickened. I was
disappointed. However, the spectacle on the
summit in the first morning light was still
impressive: lamps twinkled from the Sleeping
Clouds Nunnery, Buddhist music and human
voices chanting a scripture wafted in the soft
breeze, the statue of Puxian took off its gray
gown and donned a golden robe, clouds in the
distance churned, opening and closing con-
stantly in a grand manner.

(Translated by David)
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He Qing enjoys a leisurely moment.
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He Qing’s Journey

to Stardom

Xu Zhongyou

Not so many showbiz celebrities get their
chances to review: his or her career highlights
at Art and Life, a popular primetime program
of CCTV. In the early spring this year, He
Qing, a preeminent actress from Zhejiang
Province, talked about her art and life at the
country's largest television network. The ap-
pearance at the program serves as recognition
of her legendary accomplishments.

He Qing was born in January, 1964 in an
ordinary house of an ordinary family in the city

of Jiangshan in southern Zhejiang Province.
But nothing was ordinary about her even as a
baby. She was a beauty and everyone liked her.
Whenever her nanny took her to the street,
people were unable to tear their eyes from her.
She was a singing and dancing star at her
kindergarten. As her primary school years co-
incided with the Cultural Revolution (1966-
1976), her only exposure to art was barely more
than so called eight model plays of Peking
Opera and ballet. That explained why she
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He Qing stars in "Bodyguards".
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He Qing the Beauty

He Qing shows off her charm in a rare moment.

stayed up one night to see Flower Gitl, a DPRK
film, at three o’clock in the early moming when
the film came to town and came home at dawn.
Seeing the daughter yawning at breakfast, her
mother wondered why the daughter got up so
early this particular morning. When her new
pair of shoes showed holes in barely two
weeks, her mother found that the little girl had
been imitating some ballet movements all the
time. The parents decided that He Qing could
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have a better future if she studied arts in a spe-
cial class at the local middle school.

So He Qing transferred to the class. Her tal-
ent began to blossom. She was the only middle
school student in the county who got her
Pingtan singing of Butterfly in Love with
Flowers, a Ci-poem written by Mao Zedong,
recorded and broadcasted.

In the early spring of 1977, Zhejiang Pro-
vincial Kunqu Opera Troupe was recruiting
promising youngsters to train for a professional
career. The head teacher of the special class
did not let He Qing take the aptitude test in
Hangzhou, the capital seat of the province, sim-
ply because her height was 1.47 meter, three
centimeters short of the requirement. When He
Qing’s mother learned of the recruitment test,
she persuaded the teacher to let her daughter
try her luck.

So the 13-year-old He Qing traveled 7 hours
by train and arrived in Hangzhou only to find
that none of her 20 some classmates had passed
the preliminary test. The classmate picking her
up at the railway depot reported that there had
been a big crowd of candidates and the test
was extremely
tough.

That night, He
Qing went to the
home of Shen
‘Yuanhua, a teacher
with the troupe. She
sang two songs and
her potentials took
the experienced
teacher by surprise.
The next day, He
Qing took the final
test and passed. She
was told to wait at
home for the accep-
tance notice. A year
passed and the ac-
ceptance notice did
not materialize.
Instead, she received a letter from the troupe
saying that the recruitment had been canceled
for some red-tape reason. But her talent and
potentials were not forgotten. The troupe asked
her to appear for a new test, which-had been
officially approved and was open to candidates
nationwide. This time she was recruited.

On August 8th, 1978, He Qing came to the
Zhejiang Kunqu Opera Troupe. Her training
started. She worked hard and made rapid

progress. But misfortune struck in 1980 when
she broke the left arm in a training session.
When the cast finally came off, she found to
her dismay that the left arm could not stretch
straight as the result of some mistake in the
bone operation. This was a blow to her bud-
ding career and a teacher in the troupe even
suggested that she give up the performance
career and learn to be a makeup girl for other
performers. Her father came to Hangzhou and
took the daughter to Professor Zhou Binghui,
a celebrated orthopedist in another hospital in
Hangzhou. He Qing’s arm got straightened out
miraculously. In 1983, He Qing graduated
from the training course with excellent scores.

However, He Qing made her name known
across the country not in any performance of
Kunqu Opera, but in cinema. In 1985, she de-
buted in Disciples of Shaolin Temple, a Kongfu
film produced by a Hong Kong-based film
studio. Her successful appearance in the film
opened a door to more films.

On a train journey back to Hangzhou after
the film shooting was completed in Beijing,
He Qing ran into Zhang Jinlai, a well-known
Zhejiang-based stage artist who was starring
the monkey king in the production of a televi-
sion series of the Journey to the West. Zhang
asked what He Qing had been doing in Beijing.
She told him and then Zhang mentioned that
the director had tried in vein to find an actress
for the role of a fairy in the upcoming episode.
Zhang said He Qing looked cut out for the role
and took her to the director. It turned out that
the director had seen He Qing on the platform
in Beijing and thought the girl might be good
for the role, but lost her whereabouts in the
crowd. He Qing got the offer.

In 1987, He Qing appeared in the Dream of
Red Mansion, a film conducted by Xie Tieli, a
prominent director of Beijing Film Studio. In
1989 He Qing made her name well known in
the country when she starred as the lead woman
in Shanghai Dancing Girl, a story about a high-
profile social butterfly in Shanghai in the
1930s. She firmly established herself in more
films in the following years up to a latest tele-
vision series in 2006.

Getting her art and life reviewed on a popu-
lar national television program does not mean
He Qing has only a glorious past to reminisce
about. In her forties, He Qing’s future as an
actress is bright.

(Translated by David)



