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Zhang acts as Sun Shangxiiang in Dragon and Phoenix Celebrate Prosperity.
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Zhang acts as Wang Zneojun in A Concubiine

of the Han Dynasty.
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Artists

By Zhen Guangjun

- ?

The year
2005 is the 90th
anniversary of
Master Zhang
Jungiubirth.In
1990, Zhang
won a prize for
his lifelongart
achievements in
America and
was conferred

by

(1951 ) withan honorary
Zhang Jungiu in 1951 doctorate of
liberal artsatLincolnUniversity.

Zhang was born into a family of theater
performance. Though he later became an
accomplished Peking Opera master, his artist
upbringing all started withHebei Bangzi Opera.
Itwas not odd at al I during that time. Many big-
time Peking Opera masters of that period had
roots in Hebei Bangzi Opera. Hebei Bangzi
Opera enjoyed a big and good time during the
last years of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) and
the early years of the Republic of China (1911-
1949). Ithadanational influence then.

Zhang Jungiu mother, Zhang Xiugin, was a
star Bangzi actress. In 1917, she won the fifth
place in a competition sponsored by the local
media in Beijing. Many of her records produced
by EMI are now valuable cultural heritage. They
are now precious itenms for art collectors. Her
arias have been translated fromaudio files back
intomusic sheets for research and reference at
big-name theater col leges.

When she traveled with her troupe in Hebei
and Inner Mongolia, she took her sonalong. The
boy saw how adults put on costumes and made
up their faces backstage, heard how boisterous
performances were staged and accompanied by
loud music, witnessed how audiences were
excited and how peddlers hawked their petty
goods in the theater. These scenes on and off
the stage left their imprints on him. As soon as
he was old enough, Zhang Jungiuwas given little
boy roles and dressed up to appear on the stage.

His firststage experiencewas actingasa little
boy stroking an old man beard. Seeing how
hard the lifeatraveling troupehad, the littleboy
wanted to grow up as a stage star so that he could
shoulder some responsibi lities forhismother.

Zhang had relatives on his mother side who
were involved in Hebei Bangzi Opera. One
uncle was an experienced drum player. Another
uclewes aHugin * player. He Shunxin, Zhang
cousin, was also a resourceful accompanist and
Huginplayer.

When Zhang Jungiiu began to learn to act, the
popularity of Hebei Bangzi Opera had gradual ly
waned inBeijing. So he learned the performance
of Peking Opera. In the late 1930s, Zhang Junqiu
made a reputation as a rising Peking Opera star
in Beijing and Tianjin. His cousin He Shunxin
came to stay with him. While taking advanced
lessons from a master, the cousin worked as a

Hugiin accompanist for Zhang Jungiu. In 1943,
after beginning to play the special Peking Opera
Hugin, He formally worked as a master
accompanist for Zhang Jungiu. The successful
partnership between the two cousins lasted
several decades. They worked hard on and off
the stage to improve their performance, making
combined contributions to the achievement of
the Zhang-styled Peking Opera performance.

Both Zhang singing and He
accompaniment had elements of Hebei Bangzi
Operaas both of themhad initial training inthe
opera. They introduced individual ly what each
knew about Hebei Bangzi Opera into Peking
Opera.

* a general term for certain two-stringed
bowed instruments, such as erhu, jinghu, etc.

(Translated by David)

1936
Zhang Jungiu and his mother in 1936

Zhang acts as Zhang Linghua in
the Story of Hongfu
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