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Mao Weitao, He Ying, Dong Kedi, He Saifei and Fang Yuewen, were known as five golden flowers

in Hong Kong.
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He Saifei acts as Liu Lanzhi in Farewell, a Yue Opera play.
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Tales
Teachers Tell
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By Xie Yanyan, Lin Jia, Bao Lijia

Zhejiang Vocational Art School is a cradle
of stars. Recently expanded and relocated to a
new campus near Qiantang River from the
Yellow Dragon, the academy is well known for
the stars produced over the decades by star
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He Jia, an excellent young

actress actress
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He Saifei, state grade-one

teachers in the province.

According to surveys, more than 900
students from the school have won honors at
provincial and national performance
competitions and contests. Some of them are

actress
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national celebrities now. Here are some stories
told by their teachers.

Song Funan taught Mao Weitao when the
latter entered the school years back. Song
recognized Mao's potentials as a future Yu
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Dong Kedi, state grade-one
actress



Opera star. Before long, Mao
emerged as a rapidly rising star
among her fellow students at the
school. Mao Weitao was a quick
learner, understanding and
absorbing things fast from her
teachers. Song often took her star
pupil to watch masters perform in
Shanghai, a cosmopolitan city
where Yu Opera made its fame in
the early 20th century and where
many a Yu Opera master performer
lives. These field trips helped Mao
absorb the best of the traditional
opera.

Mao Weitao's star career was
full of hardship. In 1982 when
Zhejiang 100 Little Flowers Yu
Opera Troupe was about to stage its
debut in Hong Kong, Song was
busily coaching Mao to perfect her
performance by finding faults with
Mao's rehearsals. But one day, the
teacher lost her patience when Mao
repeatedly failed to follow her
instructions. Song strode away, leaving her
pupil alone at the rehearsal room. Later Song
said to Mao, "Do you think I am making it too
hard for you? Do you think you are wronged?
Let me be frank. If other people can allow
themselves to be idle for an hour, you have only
ten minutes to relax.” Mao apologized and said
she wept because she felt ashamed that she was
not able to be up to excellence. They were back
to hard work. Her performance was a huge
success in Hong Kong, an auspicious beginning
of her brilliant career of four top national prizes
over years.

Luo Jieli has been a pipa teacher at the
school for decades. He still remembers the day
in 1971 when the little girl Wu Man and her
father came to visit him. When he was told that
Wu Man had learned how to play Liugin, a kind
of pipa-like musical instrument, he asked the
little girl to play a piece for him. This little girl
immediately caught the attention of the
experienced teacher. His professional judgment
was, the girl had a fine sense of music, and her
hands were born for plucking instruments like
pipa. Wu Man entered the school and took
lessons from Luo. Endowed with quick
comprehension, she understood instructions
fast and was able to master a new piece in a
short period of two months. Luo Jieli
remembers Wu's first stage performance at the
school. He feared that the little girl might
experience stage fright, but she did not. After
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Mao Weitao personates Zhang Sheng, hero of Western Chamber

her brilliant performance, he was firmly
convinced that she was born for the stage.
Onstage, Wu Man is bold and expressive in
sharp contrast to her reserved nature off stage.
In 1978, Wu was enrolled to the affiliated
middle school of the Central Conservatory of
Music, the highest musical academy in China.
She went on to the conservatory and became
China's first post graduate majoring in pipa.
Now Wu Man, a pipa soloist of international
renown, performs with internationally
prestigious philharmonic groups.

Zhou Xun is one of the most famous movie
actresses in China now. Her teacher named
Wang says Zhou came to the school at age 14
to be trained as a dancer. Wang says Zhou was
a brilliant pupil, but in the eyes of her
classmates, the girl was the "princess of the
naughty". At that time, the girls' dorms stood
at the foot of a hill, where a woman was said to
have died of injustice. Zhou Xun plotted with
her roommates and made a tape of the woman's
deplorable weeping mixed in the wind. One
night they secretly played the tape in the next-
door dorm and the girls there were totally
frightened while Zhou and her roommates were
hilarious over the practical joke.

Zhou now and then annoyed and amused her
teachers by imitating the way they spoke and
moved. The creative girl even designed hair
styles for her teachers. The turning point of her
life came when a photographer from Beijing

arrived to select models. Zhou was chosen. She
turned out to be one of the few most popular
calendar girls in China. Her photos appeared
in numerous wall calendars.

Before she turned 20, the big-eyed dancing
girl became a movie actress and was on her
rapid rise to a national fame.

Shan Chong, small with short hair, did not
look promising when recruiting teachers from
the academy saw her first in Wenzhou. Shan
had not any training at dancing at all then. The
teachers hesitated, but finally decided to give
her a chance. Shan was enrolled. It proved to
be a right decision. Conditions at the school
were far from satisfactory in those years. Pupil
dancers had to wear thin when having all-year-
round basic training classes. Even if they had a
heater in the hall, it was still pretty cold in
winter. The girl worked so hard that she had to
eat as much as an adult male farmer to replenish
her energy. Three years later, Shan proved to
be an unexpected success, much to the surprise
of many people. Starring in a dance drama is
every professional dancer's life dream. Shan has
starred in nine so far, more than any other in
China. She looks thin, but once onstage, her
energy explodes. Each time she puts so much
of herself into dancing onstage, she is not even
able to talk afterwards, her legs shaking from
exhaustion. She is now one of the

best dancers of China.

(Translated by David)
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