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WEMW K. B, BINESHER 2L
MER” B, E5R. BHTFFIRE
BHISINBE. BURRERTFK?
BB B oNEHTRKE; B
BREL? 9O5NIBUSHE—, BILAK
R, R TREIZRESEALLNNY
BRENTOFZT, IRARERTE,
BREXRRAEERE. B-—NEBA-
YT —bR, XRMATAIO-ARRER
ZR, ARMAKGER 0EREIR
7B, TERNTAR BEEEE
PALEESEYSE ISl N =E
BETE_ATRA, BILARRFRE
B, FABATRAEMN 9 S IR,
BB, (R RE=E “Te” 6
NS =1, 658\ FIKRBER
ARFIENIIIE S, ABEREBE
. AKBBXNZRNEHEL, sIEHL

TR RIEEE", BMmED
RYMUIHIZWEE. T2, SMBE
HHZR, BRMUNET—NIDIH
A, 28, BT 9528, NRK
KRIFROZRNNABTR, O5FE—
DREHINTR, JRIOTHFREH
R, TRAAEN: EHFREIR,

B 2EBRERHER. X1
BSEINERBEL, TRENSHH
BiER. RINEADAL, WS95Ts
KIWAEEH —INLR!

ERFRMAKRERK

RMERBIZEROUE, RETEE
4\9%{@@15@? PRIt RNNELK, )L
. M T/\SHIEREMEIRR
EECRAERE. MUNBTERRE
IRFLEY, LERERE. BTHE
B, T AtEEED). MalSH OBk
BRI, tERMm) LARREIPHE
A, TR, REEE.
EARERER, PRBUARR
B, RRREIPTESHICE. AT A
EFERE, WREENTS: BX.
2001 FPRE\BWBSEN IR B8
REIERAR, 1P (SIS - 585
28, REECRERENER, £X
RISE LT TRASUEND, NETF.
T OMBE, +OBRMICHZN
BRI, RARSHOEILAYSAIL
R, RED, SWE-MHIEE, EXI)



30, BENRMERRRA. ILAE
B—#:, BIRURNEEXWIEN
1, BNTERBARIK: BEENEAL
BB -UBETELBANER
BINEE, WE I AREDREARD
FER—HE, WiRavEIER 3 A AT
ZIW RS —, —BERR
TEIVSIDE.

20025330, FFARBIER, &P
EEEWRRBISNERENKREBE -
R, LLAELIBRHE, SRCEN
IPREFN, SEER—TIADE.
“YRFUEED TISBIERE)? PREMLLE
REE 5. WRRIRAXAD). M
BRE-R (B, ASBITEEM®
RE. —H7TS, KRENPRE: R
AL, MRIB! " TRAREFAERE, 5
IS Y —HB «£1R). 1PRIEE, K2
BIFEEM, REWERR. ‘RIS
5, FBRTRPE THEIMIL.” K
SENSR TMEEBNA, ARE
BASENFZOAEBHZL. 3
B, WRToRHR: “BREILIA
BREEERNRA -0,

2002 7R, PRNXAE “EEHER
REERAE LFBTRE, T RE
ERFHBA.

“PEXE" LT BRE

FUNZRIZBIBEA, AR LRI
HFTR SR, BL Hl 138 - K
EATTE, mEBERN—(IEE -7
2ENEERE, MiEsIRT8T—H

ITIRE LR A%
He Xujun acts as Mu Guiyin in a
performance.
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Xia Yingbin in a fan's club in Shanghai after a
Beijing Opera performance there.
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AN PR R
A fan whispers to Zhong Qiang.

More than devoted theater goers, Beijing
Opera aficionados in Hangzhou are quite
professional. They love the art so much that
they go out of their way to master the
performing art of Beijing Opera. What is more,
these amateur performing artists organize all
kinds of performances for fun. Numerous fan
clubs across the city hold performances for
super fans to display their talents. The best fan
actors and actresses have had chances to
perform on TV while some even have won top
accolades in nationwide competitions
especially held for Beijing Opera fans.

For six years, Jingjin Hotel in Hangzhou has
been pulling in fans from all over the city, some
even from other cities. With its manager being
a fanatic of Beijing Opera, the hotel provides a
free-of-charge space for amateur artists to meet
all the year round. The oldest active club
member is a man aged 99 and the youngest a
9-year-old drummer in the band. Three years
ago when his grandpa brought him to a
gathering, he was instantly attracted by the
drum his grandfather played. He tried his hand
at the drum. Then fans commented that the
talent ran in the family. So the boy began to
learn in good earnest. Now he is recognized as
an excellent percussionist by all the fans there.

The most dramatic amateur Beijing Opera
artist in Hangzhou is probably Zhong Qiang, a
local radio host. Since 17, he has devoted his
spare time to perfecting his Beijing Opera
performing skills. Though a robust man, he has
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He hosts a radio program.

learned to act as a woman in Beijing Opera, a
theatric tradition in which all roles were played
by men. In 2001, Zhong participated in a
nationwide amateur Beijing Opera artists
contest held by CCTV in Beijing. The jurors
highly enjoyed his interpretation of an aria and
unanimously awarded him the gold award. In
July 2002, he again won a gold award for his
performance at the Beijing Opera amateur
artists of the national media community. On
May 3 2003, Zhong was invited to attend a
gathering of peer fans where he was recognized
by Premier Zhu Rongji, also a veteran amateur
Beijing Opera artist.

He Xuying is another crackerjack amateur
Beijing Opera artist in Hangzhou. She is well
known because she won a top ten prize in a
national Beijing Opera competition for non-
professionals in 1998. Nowadays, whenever
she stages a performance, her husband works
as her assistant. A man engaged in physical
education, her husband did not like Beijing
Opera at first. But his interest in the art grew
so much that he began to work an assistant for
her wife's busy performing schedule. He
Xuying has staged several solo performances
in Hangzhou's best theater. Her husband ran
around to take care of the preparatory work.

By Shi Limeng
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Xia Yingbin stages a show called the Mu the
Heavenly King.

Nowadays, they go everywhere together for fan
gatherings.

Xia Yingbing is another prize winner at
several nationwide amateur Beijing Opera artist
competitions. Working at Zhejiang Provincial
TV station as a program director, he fell in love
with the opera only two years ago. Endowed
with a special good voice, he gained fame
overnight. Two months after he began to
perform at Jingjin Hotel, fans there encouraged
him to take part in a regional competition. To
his surprise, Xia came back home with the first
prize. Later he began to learn the art more
conscientiously. So far he has won several first
prizes. He says that the biggest advantage of
the avocation is that he now has more friends
and that the knowledge of the Chinese
traditional art helps him do his job better.

(Translated by David)



