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gift for his fiance. He cut off a piece
from a red carpet and embroidered a
girl on it. His first creation was
applauded by his relatives. Greatly
encouraged, Xu hit on the idea of
coﬂaging cloth leftover bits into a picture.
His original artwork won praises again
from his relatives. Gao, his teacher, is
now a high-ranking official in the
Zhejiang Provincial Government. On an
inspection tour to Haining, he recognized
his star pupil's name in a collage picture
presented to him as a gift.

Xu couldn't stop exploring more in
this field. Hw shot to fame as an
outstanding collage artist, which drew
the attention of news media. In December
1997, he was interviewed by Zhejiang
Satellite TV for his collage art. While
answering questions about his future
potentials as an artist, he hit upon a
new idea.

The new idea was to use leather
leftovers for his new creations. Haining,
his hometown in the northern Zhejiang,
happens to be a booming hub of leather
industry in China. He could have
inexhaustible sources of leather bits and
pieces for his future creations. Xu Rong
began to explore the world of leather
which presents all kinds of new
possibilities in its rich feel, color, texture
and quality. In 1998, Xu finished his
first creation in the leather collage.
Though his first trial failed to completely
break away from the old patterns of
the cloth collage, he knew how to
improve it. Encouraged by the local
leaders, Xu found better ways to
translate his ideas into his creations.
In 1999, he was given a special
exhibition room to display his best
creations at the Haining Leather Expo.
More than 30 collages were bought by
foreigners.

His collages have become unique
souvenirs for tourists. Nowadays, his

creations have been exported -to many -

countries such as America, Spain, Great
Britain, Japan and Finland. What he
pioneered as a new art has now become
a local industry.

Xu Rong continues to absorb the rich
local culture for his new art. After all,
Haining has fostered many outstanding
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Qipao best displays a girl's beauty
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(Translated by David) Ying Yufeng takes measures of a foreign customer.
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Yufeng Brand Qipao attracts Italian women.
Photograph by Zhang Yi
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Ying Yufeng in her own masterpiece
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Passion for Cheongsam
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A People's Congress representative in Ying's Qipao in a meeting with foreign
business people for a partnership.

Ying Fengyu is more than a local
celebrity. In her home, Rui'an, a town
near Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, she
is known as The Cheongsam Master.
what is more, her reputation is
widespread overseas.

Born into a family of tailors specialized
in making cheongsam (Qipao), Ying was
not destined to take over the family business
at first. Her mother did not want her to
inherit the family business, thinking the
work was too tough for a woman. But
the daughter, growing up in the family
business atmosphere, always regarded these
Qipao made by her mother as excellent
artworks. When her mother fell ill and
was unable to continue the work22 years
ago, Ying Fengyu offered to complete the
remaining orders in her spare time while
she worked in a local factory.

She not only finished her mother's
work but also created her first
masterpiece, a Qipao that showcased her
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original ideas in cutting and sewing.
Her first Qipao for herself caused a
sensation in town when other women
saw her dressed in it. Orders flocked in
and she resigned her job at the factory
and started her own career as a seamstress
specialized in making Qipao.

As she has many new ideas to cut
Qipao for all shapes of women and knows
how to best accommodate them, her
business has boomed. Business people in
Wenzhou are well known all over China.
They have created an economic miracle
in China's reform and opening up to
the world. And Ying Fengyu's Qipao
enjoys a wide reputation as business
women from Wenzhou show her
masterpieces all over the country and
the world. Today, Ying Fengyu's
business cliental mainly comprises business
women, intellectuals and overseas
Chinese. Customers from Hangzhou,

Beijing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen often Paris.

Li Xiaoyu

come by air to have Qipao made in her
shop. Overseas customers ofien send their
sizes in to have Qipao made for them.
The wonder is, Ying Fengyu seems to
understand perfectly these sizes and
written requirements. She can always
make Qipao in unique styles, fabrics,
and colors to suit her customers' age,
profession, and figure. Her masterful
touches often delight and surprise her
customers though the tailoress and
customers have never seen each other.
As her business continued to enjoy
success, Ying has moved her shop from
a backstreet to the downtown Rui'an.
The first volume of Chinese Qipao, a
book published by Hangzhou Xiling
Publishing House, showcases Ying's
masterpieces in 126 styles. The first 5,000
copies sold out as soon as it was released.
Today, the name of Ying Fengyu is a
well known brand of Qipao in China.
Ying Fengyu attributes her success to
her passion for Qipao. All her ideas
come from her passion. Who wouldn't
love Qipao if she grew up in a family
where beautiful Qipao was made?
(Translated by David)
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Children are happy with their mom in Qipao in

Photograph by Zhang Yi



