FHEH

>Special stories

E 3

3%

2 ERR - 2002 FEAH

FBEEE, ARETEERERAEL mAL &

Zhu RongJji plays erhu together with musicians. Photograph by Zhen Guang,jun
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Zhu RongJji chats with members of Tianjin
Peking Opera Troupe.

Photograph by Zhen Guanggjun
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Zhu Ronggi chats with actors of Zhejiang
Opera House of Bei,jing Opera and Xunqu
Opera.

Premier is a Beijing Opera Fan

by Zhen Guangjun

Premier Zhu Rongji, one of the busiest top government leaders
in China, is publicly known for his personal character and his famous
face, but few know Zhu is a super fan of Beijing Opera.

Zhu’s passion for China’s national opera started in his youth. He
loved it so much that he put in a lot of effort to learn how to sing arias
and play the erhu, a typical two-stringed bowed musical instrument
for Beijing Opera. He was quite good at aria singing and erhu playing
are. Since he started to work as a government official, heavy official
duties have prevented him from spending time on his hobby.
Nevertheless, the Premier still nurtures his passion for the opera.
Whenever a chance rises to satisfy his yen, he tries to take it and enjoy
the fun of the opera with other fans.

In 1990 when Zhu Rongji was mayor of Shanghai, Shanghai
International Beijing Opera Fan Club came into being. Zhu was invited
to take part in club activities. He wrote to the club leaders saying he
gladly accepted the invitation and would do his best to attend club activities
as a regular member. In April that year, the club organized a large Beijing
Opera concert in celebration of the fourth anniversary of Shanghai Overseas
Society. This concert was to invite professional performers and aficionados
to meet each other. Fans from both home and abroad gathered together
with Beijing Opera professionals to amuse themselves. Zhu Rongji, while
attending Shanghai People’s Congress, came to attend the gala as an
ordinary fan. He was invited to play an accompaniment for Xia Huihua, a
famed actress with Shanghai Beijing Opera House. Happily, he watked
to the band and sat down with the musicians. He played the erhiu
masterfully, going along nicely with the performer.

Since he came to work in the state government, he has always
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been tied up by heavy work. Yet his love for the Beijing Opera never
ceases. In June.1993 after he had come to work in Beijing, he wrote to
Shu Shi, director of the Shanghai International Beijing Opera Fan
Club. And he submitted 200 yuan, saying it was his payment of the
overdue fee for his membership.

On 16" October 1998, Zhu Rongji came to Tianjin to attend the
opening ceremony of the World Gymnastics Championships. In the
evening after the ceremony, he met with a group of top-notch Beijing
Opera professionals in Tianjin Guest House.

The Premier showed keen interest at this get-together with the
performing artists. from the talks with the premier, they were surprised
to see that the Premier knew so much about Beijing Opera and he
even remembered “who had played what part” in popular repertoires.
After all actors and actresses sang some arias, the Premier asked for
“encores”. Feeling at ease in the Premier’s presence, they happily did
it. They also invited the Premier to sing and try the Jinghu known as
Beijing Opera fiddle. Readily the Premier accepted the invitation but
said he could only play erhu. Amazed at his good singing and skill in
playing erhu, the artists applauded with admiration. When the camera
was held to capture the moment of the Premier playing erhu, he signaled
to all to join and witticized: “Come on, come on, this is a rare chance.”

Time flew before everyone realized it. The artists had a wonderful
time with the Premier. They learned from this short get-together that
the Premier was so amiable and easy of approach. When time came
that they had to say goodbye, they couldn’t bear to leave. In the end
they parted from the Premier with the fondest memories.

(Translated by David)



