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Twin Seamstresses with Anna Chan Chennault
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Anna Chan Chennault at Louwailou Restaurant

Twin Sisters’

Business of HQ‘ipao

Ye Jianying and Ye Liying are twin sisters. It was purely
an accident that they got their inspiration for starting a Qipao*
business in Hangzhou. One autumn evening after their business
closed, they were doing window-shopping in downtown
Hangzhou. They stopped in front of a movie poster for In a
Mood for Love. The poster featured the leading lady Maggie
Cheung in an elegant Qipao. The twin were fascinated there
and then. Standing in front of the prototype of the Qipao, they
studied its style, fabric, luster, and discussed possible colors,
patterns, and materials they would use to make Qipaos. The
idea of starting a Qipao business took shape in their minds in
front of the movie poster.

It might have been accidental to have some instant
inspiration for a business, but it is by no means an accident that
the twin sisters have turned the business into a huge success.
Born in the suburbs of Hangzhou, the twin sisters have a
grandmother who used to be a locally famed seamstress. They
learned the art of tailoring from the grandmother when they
were still very young. At the age of 15 they became experienced
tailors themselves. The twin started their own tailor shop in
their 20s. When the Qipao was making a comeback and became
a new rage in China as Maggie Cheung stylized the traditional
fashion in the hit film, the twin sisters caught on and their
business took off.

With their superb mastery of traditional tailoring skills, the
sisters make perfect Qipaos. The first Qipao they made for a
young lady was a success. It brought out all the glamorous
contours of the slender body, making the customer look more
charming. The first Qipao they made became something like a
walking advertisement. Orders snowballed and before long, the
twin’s shop became a leading Qipao business in the town.

A popular business often attracts unusual customers. The
twin’s tailor shop is no exception. A bright day in May 2001, a
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By Zhao Ying

basketball player who had a Qipao tailor-made in the shop
accompanied a giant woman to the shop. The twin tailors were
astonished to see the huge woman. It was no other than Zheng
Haixia, a famous player on the national basketball team. Excited,
the sisters stood on chairs to ake her measure. After Zheng placed
the order, the twin sisters wanted to have a picture taken with
the player. Zheng laughed, “Okay, okay, but only after I put on
the new dress!” Zheng Haixia planned to stay in Hangzhou only
for three days. In order to make a traditional Chinese garment
for the player, they bought 2.5 meters of fabric and worked
overnight. At noon next day, Zheng arrived. With all the smiles
on her face, the player happily put on her new dress. Facing the
camera, the twins stood beside the tall woman like two primary
school kids with their sports teacher on the sports ground.
Onlookers all laughed over the striking contrast of their sizes.

In October 2001, Hangzhou was to hold the second West
Lake Expo. The organizing committee was to put on a Qipao
fashion show and commissioned the twin Qipao masters to make
36 Qipaos of different styles. The fashion gala was to showcase
Hangzhou’s superior silk materials and the state-of-art Qipao
making skills. The sisters worked hard. When models walked
in these Qipaos, they caused a sensation.

The 2001 West Lake Expo attracted a great many guests
both from home and abroad. One of the celebrities was Anna
Chan Chennault. She likes Hangzhou’s silk very much. While
in Hangzhou, she wanted to have a Qipao made for her. When
the local media disclosed her wish, the twin sisters were naturally
picked out as her first tailors. They worked overnight and made
a Qipao that was both exquisite and tasteful. Anna Chan
Chennault was very pleased. Several days later, the twin sisters
received her thank-you note from USA.

*Traditional Chinese gowns for women

(Translated by David)
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