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Discussion On Three Phases of Evolvement of Bixia Yuanjun Primordial Lady of Emerald

Clouds and Heavenly Immortal Jade Maiden in Mt. Tai
DENG Dong
College of Humanities Shandong University of Science and Technology Qingdao 266510

Abstract The evolvement process of Bixia Yuanjun Primordial Lady of Emerald Clouds and Heavenly Immor-
tal Jade Maiden in Mt. Tai fell into three phases according to method of unifying history and logic. Originally the
aesthetic image of a Heavenly Immortal Jade Maiden living in Clouds Fairyland of Mountain Tai which was created
by Cao Cao in his masterpiece Qi Chu Chang and this Jade Maiden of Mountain Tai gained a high reputation in an-
cient Chinese society for she had been continuously described and drawn by poets like Cao Zhi Li Bai etc. Then
Emperor Song Zhenzong changed statures and holed stone shrines for her which brought Jade Maiden of Mountain
Tai out from poets’ writings and into prosperous palaces and ancestral temples. Finally Emperor Ming Xianzong
built palaces and ancestral temples altered stele names for her and all of these promoted the construction of Bixia
Yuanjun' s temples and rapid development in Capital and other places of China in Ming and Qing Dynasty and the
name of Bixia Yuanjun has been continuously used till now. In the meantime on the one hand the Taoists effective-
ly sensationalized this Jade Maiden of Mountain Tai by celebrating Taoist ceremonies activities and temple fairs to
construct holidays’ atmosphere on the other hand depending on their absolute sincerity hard work and diligent
management the Taoists won the admiration and support of successively dynastic courts and magistrates to all kinds
of sacrifice and fete activities of Bixia Yuanjun which made Bixia Yuanjun of Mountain Tai become one of the Ma-
jor Divinities of Chinese Taoism.
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