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Mystic Seventh Chords

——Analysis on Pitch Organizations of Skryabirs Five Piano Preludes

Abstract

ZHANG Pei

Alexander Nikolayevich Skryabin is well known as the pioneer of the symbolist mu-
sic. His music presents strong spirit of philosophical thinking. He continually ex-
plored the new means of music expressio}l, in which he both maintained the com-
posing way of the late period of the Romanism but demonstrated his own individual-
ity. His works have been studied and analyzed by a big number of theorists, whose
studying directions and analyzing methods are diverse and as a result whose conclu-

sions are various. This article selects a group of preludes written by Skryabin one
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year before his death, which fully display the composer's individual characteristics.
This article employs key — center inductive method and Schenker chart analytical
method to analyze comprehensively the key — center layout, the harmonic struc-
ture, the writing method of multipart and the general relation of the five preludes.
It also probes into the special employment and the significance of the pitch organiza-
tion in order to explore how the seventh chords with different qualities, as the core
of the music composing, run through the various links of the music development.
From all these studies and analyses, the author attempts to induct and discover
Skryabin's peculiar composing method and the common characteristics of musical
language.
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