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Regeneration of the Recreational and Commercial Activites
during Religious Festivals around the Big Wild Goose Pagoda

HU Tao
(Dept . of Architecture , College of Architecture & Urban Planning , Tongji University , Shanghai 200092)

Abstract: As one of the symbolic buildings of the ancient city of Xi'an, the Big Wild Goose Pagoda has been a
place for traditional temple fairs and scholars’ gatherings since Tang Dynasty. People today still have strong
desire for the folk custom of recreational and commercial activites during religious festivals despite the abolition of
temple fairs. The newly — built northern square of the Big Wild Goose Paoda with the theme fountaions,
architectural complex of Tang style, beacons with many Buddhas has become a distinctive place for
culturalexchanges in the south suburbs of Xi'an city. The similarities between the present northern participation
of a large number of people nearby, being held regularly, many commercial and a few religious activites. Today,
everytime when the fountain show begins, the grand occasion of the past recreational and commercial activities
during the religious festivals seems to reappear before people’s eyes.

Key Words: the northern square of the Big Wild Goose Pagoda; temple fair; the recreational and commercial

activities during religious festivals; position in social customs



