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Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage and Developing Rural Com-
munities : A Case Study of “ Huimin” Clay Sculpture and
“Changyi Burning Cattle Ritual” in Central Shandong Province

ZHANG Shishan

Abstract; Protecting intangible cultural heritage is a worldwide hot topic. As traditional soci-
ety worldwide is changing into modern society and postmodern society, special attention should be
given to developing the culture and value in rural communities and measures should be taken to
promote the protection, inheritance and development of the cultural heritage of rural communities.
That will not only benefit local people but also encourage human cultural diversity and turn local
cultural resources into the common cultural wealth of all humanity. By reviewing the East Asian
experience in intangible cultural heritage protection and summarizing relevant protection practice
in China in the past ten years, especially the experience of two communities in central Shandong
province, we can draw the following enlightening conclusions; the future of intangible cultural
heritage protection in contemporary China lies in its integration into the development of rural com-
munities; the relationship between protection and development of intangible cultural heritage in
rural communities and grassroots social governance is one complementarity and mutual benefit; in
response to the rapid contemporary urbanization, it is of great significance to promote the rational
reconstruction of “urban and rural folklore continuum” in rural communities, especially in urban
—rural integration area.

Keywords: intangible cultural heritage protection, contemporary rural society,

community development
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