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Peking Opera and Shanghai Society in Late Qing
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Abstract: In 1867, Peking Opera spread through Shanghai and became in vogue rapidly. It became the popular art of the
city of Shanghai in late Qing Dynasty. Watching plays in theatres was an important part in the leisure life of Shanghai

residents, thus supporting their favourite actors and acting as amateur performers became the favorite entertainment of

the residents. Peking Opera actress originated in Shanghai, whose appearance on the stage was the great achievement
of the women emancipation of Shanghai in late Qing Dynasty. Peking Opera, the actors and the social change in Shang-
hai in late Qing Dynasty were closely connected, Peking Opera was entrusted with the important task of enlightening

the populace, Actors are regarded as masters who can educate the populace . The outline of the colorful social life of
Shanghai in late Qing Dynasty can be drawn with Peking Opera as the latitude and longitude.
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