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Traditional Temple Fair and Countrymen’s Leisure

Take Ming and Qing Dynasties’ Temple Fair in Shanxi as Example

YUE Qian — hou,HAO Zheng - chun
(School of History & Culture, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract ; The temple fair provided a unique public space for the populace to enjoy the leisure in rural society. At
the temple fair, the countrymen make the religious belief, the physical and mental entertainment, the livelihood
preparation, the social contact and leisure enjoyment merge into an organic whole. Through the interdisciplines
conversation of the history, the ethnology and the sociology, the paper attempts to analyze historical representation
of the countrymen’ s leisure at the traditional temple fair in order to probe into the actual state and special qualities
of the rural social life in the modern times.

Key words ; traditional temple fair; countrymen’ s leisure; social contact
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