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The Nineteen Swordsmen in Qingcheng: From Novel to Opera

BAO Kaikai', AI Lizhong’
(1. School of Humanities, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215009, China;
2. School of Humanity, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, China)

Abstract: During the process of publication, the novel of The Nineteen Swordsmen in Qingcheng by
Huanzhu Louzhu was adapted into Peking Opera and performed on stage. It was adapted particularly for
Shang Xiaoyun, one of the “Top Four Peking Opera Performers of Female Heroines”, which showed the
characteristic of “making a play for a particular person”, and was the result of the “celebrity system” in the
opera circles. As the novel was adapted into an opera, the theme, plot and characters became noticeably
different from the original text, and playwrights’ ideas, actors’ skills and audiences’ habits contributed to
such changes.
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