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The Modern Elements of Traditional Opera in the “Boost Actors” of South Society

ZHOU Shu-hong
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The South Society (1909—1923) had an affect on the traditional opera in the late Qing Dynasty.
The influence comes not only from the theoretical proposition of members in South Society, but also from their
stage practice. In addition, they also make boosting actors a way of advocacy of political revolution and drama
innovation. From actor-boosting practice of Pekin Opera actor Feng Chunhang by the South Society members, the
modern elements of traditional opera can be seen: the relationship with drama innovation, the new social status
of actors, and the urban mass culture in the late Qing Dynasty. These meant a great deal to the establishment of

modern opera.
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