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The Clay Arhat Sculptures, Relieves and Other Art Works in
Suzhou’s Buddhist Temples

DAI Yun-liang
( Department of Art and Design, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract; The spread of Buddhism started the statuary art in China, which evolved gradually from grotto statues to
the clay ones. The clay Arhat sculptures in the Arhat Temple of the West Garden Temple, in the Zijin Buddhist
Convent of Dongshan, and in the Baosheng Temple of Luzhi are of styles distinctive from each other. The perfect
space combination of the circular-engraved Arhats and relief works brings painting skills into sculptures, which
boasts of the unique charm of the Buddhist art works in regions south of the Yangtze River. The feature also
demonstrates the interaction between artistic creation and artistic appreciation at that time, which is enlightening to

today’s artistic activities.
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