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The biology of desert hamster was studied in Hunshandake desert in Inner Mongolia. Results revealed that the breeding
duration of this species is from April to October. The average litter size of desert hamster is about 6.7 with 3 and 10 litters
as extremes. The birth weight of desert hamster is about 0.7~ 0.8 gram. Juveniles reach a steady body mass at the age
about 2-month-old. The growth course can be fitted by a sigmoidal curve. The main diet of desert hamster is seeds 70~
90% and insects or worms 10% ~30% in the Hunshandake desert.
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. 6 Tab.1 Average litter sizes of desert hamster in two sample plots
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Fig. 1 Growth curves of the desert hamster
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Tab.2 The mass growth data of the desert hamster
d g g d g g
0 0.78 0.78 40 11.4 10.8
1 0.90 0.90 42 11.8 11.1
2 1.05 1.05 44 12.2 11.5
3 1.25 1.25 46 13.1 12.1
4 1.45 1.45 48 13.5 12.4
5 1.70 1.70 53 13.8 12.8
7 2.10 2.08 58 14.7 13.2 3
9 2.70 2.65 63 15.5 13.7
11 3.30 3.20 68 15.7 13.9
13 3.90 3.80 73 15.6 14.2
15 4.70 4.60 78 16.4 14.5
17 5.60 5.50 83 16.7 14.3
19 6.30 6.10 88 15.6 13.8
21 6.90 6.60 93 15.5 13.5
23 7.50  7.20 98 14.8  13.9 2
25 8.10 7.70 103 14.9 14.3
27 8.50 8.20 108 15.9 14.7
29 9.20 8.60 113 16.3 14.3
31 9.40 8.95 118 16.6 14.9
33 9.80 9.45 123 16.3 14.4
36 10.6 10.1 128 15.7 15.1
35 10.1 9.80 132 16.0 14.7
37 10.9 10.4
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