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“Mei-Qi combination” and the artistry-oriented
tendency of Chinese opera

CHEN WeiZhao
{Liberal Arts Callege, Shartou University, St Guangdong, 515063)

Abstract (i Rushan devoted his life to the practioe and research in dance movement for Chinese opera perfor-
mance and scored great success while in cooperation with MEl Lanfang, and this “MEI— QI combination” exercised
great influences upon Western art duing the thirties of the twentieth century. This combination, with artistry-oriented
tendency as its important esthetic feature, strengthened the popularization of opera st the expense of a weakened at-
tention to humanitarian spiritusl value. At a time when the Chinese audience displayed no interest any longer in the
dancing in Chinese opera, and when Westemn culture completed changes in exceed of realism and jmplemented an art
testructure, the wordwide effect of dance movement for Chinese opera performance suffered a sharp decline.,

Key words QI Rushan; MEI Lanfang; artistry-oriented tendency; Chinese ¢pera
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