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A Study of the Irrigation Operation of Han Villages in Xinjiang during Republic China
GE Hao
(Department of History, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract : This article discusses on the irrigation-society of the han farming villages in Xinjiang during Re-

public China, centering on grass-roots irrigation organizations, “river regulations” and “canal regula-

tions”, burdens from irrigation works and the realization of irrigation rights, state of social life related.

“River regulations” and “canal regulations” embodies the rules of public ownership and administration,
g p P

but the actual inequality between the grass-roots elite and the ordinary villages during the process of irri-

gation reflected some internal deep-seated diseases in Chinese rural society. Irrigation works were closely

related with the living standard of the rural villagers. The worship for the Dragon-king temples was in-

terpreted as an awe state of mind of the villagers toward the unpredictable force of Nature.
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