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A Critical Examination of Chinese Animation Theory

A Case Study of “Chinese School of Animation”

XU Xiuming' , GE Hongbing
(1. College of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 311121, China;
2. College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai, 200444, China)

Abstract; Chinese animation had been exploring its national artistic features since the early period of the Republic of China.

After the founding of the PRC, “Chinese school of animation”

succeeded in integrating such national art as Peking opera, Chi-

nese ink painting into animation works and the results were outstanding. However, the creation mode of “formalism” was estab-

lished. Since then, Chinese animation had been influenced by the social mainstream ideology and had adhered to the creation

principle of “classicism” for a long time, which was turned into a “

system art”

. During the period of Culture Revolution, Chinese

animation was greatly influenced by ideology. In the new historical period, with the prevalence of commercialism, the construction

of art and culture is neglected. The healthy development of Chinese animation is to establish an independent, long—term plan and

to integrate commerce with art.

Key words: Chinese animation, system art, animation theory, “Chinese school of animation”
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