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Four Famous Dans and Early Twentieth Century Shanghai

HUI Dagiang
(Humanities College, Shanghai Teachers University, Shanghai, 200234)

Abstract: The four famous Dans in Peking Opera, namely, Mei Lanfang, Cheng Yanqgiu Xun Huisheng and Shang Xiaoyun,
established their reputation one after another in Shanghai and brought about the flourishment of Peking Opera. This fact deserves
our special attention. Shanghai was then a rising metropolis lacking in famous actors, free fram various restraints but developed in

advertisements, thus making it possible for these four actors to distinguish themselves. Their journey to Shanghai not only brought

them instant reputation but also helped to improve their acting skills; At the same time, their visiting performances in Shanghai also

left a deep influence upon the Peking Opera stage in Shanghai.

Key words: four famous Dans in Peking Opera, early twentieth century Shanghai, the flourishment of Peking Opera
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