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The Dissolution of a Centre:Hierarchy and Egalitarianism of Temples M eet-
ing Festival in a North China Area

Zhao Xudong

Abstract: The author stresses that what is happened in the time of hierarchical construction on miaohui,
i.e. ritual life time, isimplied a possibility of dissolution to the authoritative centre itself. The dissolution is
realized by the arguments of egalitarianism against the hierarchy. In this sense, the egalitarianism and hierar-
chy is coexisted side by side in a society rather than the isolated existed of the former one in the West, and
the latter one in the East, especially in the caste society in India as Louis Dumont once described on it. The
tendency of the dissolution is embodied through the festival display in random and pleasure. It is also em-
bodied by the implicit principle of the temple organization which is argued for an equal or shared responsi-
bility among the nineteen leaders of the organization, i.e. hui tou.

Key Words: Egalitarianism; Hierarchy; Miao Hui; Ceremony; Hui Tou
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