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Floods, Religion and Society: A Historical Investigation into the Religion
of River God at the Lower Reaches of Zhang River in the Qing Dynasty

Hu Mengfei
(Institute of Canal Studies, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng Shandong, 252059)

Abstract; Zhang River is an important river flowing through North China, and the worship of the God of
Zhang River is a tradition with a long history. The lower reaches of Zhang River flooded frequently in the
Qing Dynasty, bringing serious harm to the life and property of the people living along the both banks;
and after each overflow of Zhang River, the sludge remained made the local farmland rich and fertile, so
the people living along the banks wanted to avoid its harm, and hoped to get its benefit. This complicated
emotion and feeling together led to the prevalence of the religion of river god. The religion retained the
traditional functions of praying for rain and controlling water and, at the same time, expanded its
functions. Temple festivals and sacrificial rites, which were derived from the religion, played a significant
role in unifying public feelings, educating the society, and maintaining the local social orders and so on.
The religion of river god was closely related to people’s daily life, and it became an important model of
the theory of “river community” .

Key words: the Qing Dynasty; the lower reaches of Zhang River; floods; religion of river god
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