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Peking Opera in Modern Japan and Inoue Koba
Li liwei Xiong Xuan

Abstract: The history of Chinese opera disseminating overseas can be traced back to the early 20th century when
Japanese experts of Peking opera in China started translating, presenting and propagating the art. Among them, the
reviews and translation works completed by Inoue Kobai are particularly worth studying. He was a legend in Chinese
culture dissemination in the 1920s and used to be active in the region of Shanghai. His book Shina’ s Custom was
reissued by Ozorasha in Japan as part of its “Asiatic Studies Series” in 2010, after which his study of Chinese
opera attracted extensive attention afresh. This article will explain and evaluate Inoue Kobai’ s contribution on
translating Peking opera by providing detailed and critical analysis of his works.

Key Words: 1920s; sinologist; Inoue Kobai; Opera culture; translation; dissemination
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