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Fig.1 The distribution of spring sandy weather days a and sand storm days b in 2004 in China
X
16
® .,
= 12
4 8f
; X |
1}{‘;}
2 2000—2004
B #Hal EyeRal DEdeRdR B eoobne
Fig.2  The number of spring sandy weather processes in China during 2000—2004
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Fig.4 Interannual change of sandy weather days at 681 stations during 1961—2004
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Fig.5 The dekad number of stations where the dry earth layer is deeper than 3 cm in the main sand storm
region of northern China between March and April during 2000—2004
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Fig.6  Anomalies of 500 hPa geopotential height in the first and second dekad in April 2004
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CHARACTERISTICS OF CHINA' S SANDY
WEATHER IN THE SPRING OF 2004

Zhou Zijiang' Niu Ruoyun’
1 National Meteorological Information Center Beijing 100081
2 National Meteorological Center Beijing 100081

Abstract Using sandy weather data from 681 meteorological stations it can be analyzed and seen that the
sandy weather in northern China in the spring of 2004 was abnormally less and weak in terms of frequency intensi-
ty area affected and sandy aerosol. The total number of dusty weather days in the spring of 2004 exceeded only that
in 1997 and 2003 taking the third place since 1961. Furthermore the main reason was identified that the dynamical
condition was inadequate in that season. So it was a special year of sandy weather in China.
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