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The Secularization Trend of the Images of Disciples of Buddha of the Song Dynasty
SI Kai—guo, GE Xiao-yun
(Institute of Sculptural Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093;
Sugian Institute of Business and Economics, Sugian 223880, China)

Abstract: The main carriers of preachment in Buddhism are the sculptures of Buddha, Bodhisattva and the Disciples
of Buddha. As far as the images themselves are concemed, the sculptures of Disciples of Buddha in Song Dynasty got de-
veloped on the basis of the sculptures of Buddha and Bodhisattva. At the same time, ink paintings were popular in Song
Dynasty, thus leading to the artistic phenomenon of the co-existence of the sculptures of Disciples of Buddha and the
paintings of Disciples of Buddha. This paper puts emphasis on the analysis of Song Dynasty’s sculptures of the Disciples of
Buddha from the unified quality of Buddhism and aesthetics and concludes that Song Dynasty’s sculptures of Disciples of
Buddha, compared, from many angles, with the sculptures of Buddha and Bodhisattva in early times, had been out of the
original influence of India and become Chinese—oriented and secularized. At the same time, Song Dynasty’s paintings of the
Disciples of Buddha greatly weakened their sacred sense and added more secular factors to their secularization.

Key words: Song Dynasty; the sculptures of the Disciples of Buddha; the paintings of the Disciples of Buddha; secu-

larization
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