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Festival Culture in Japan

KANG Yue
(Bejing Chemical Industry University, Beijing 102218, China)

Abstract: The Japanese word MATURI has a meaning for Memorial Day, festival as well as jubilant cere-
mony. The traditional MATURI aimed to repulse diseases together with natural and man — made disasters, also,
to pray for peace and living in plenty, something similar with the Chinese traditional temple fair. As the changes
of contemporary society conformation, however, the form and content of MATURI began to diversify. The ar-
ticle centers on 3 representative metropolises of MATURI in Japan ( Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe ), analyzing and dis-
cussing the diverse meaning of MATURI in modern Japanese cities. It can be said that MATURI is an impor-
tant medium for the development of Japanese cities culture with a strong geographical characteristics. At the
same time of being inherited, MATURI is re — created constantly and becoming a cultural regeneration.
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