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The Ecological Changing of North China in Late Shang Period

Zhu Yanmin

(Chinese Social History Studies Center, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: North China had excellent ecological environment at first in Shang Dynasty. It was warm and wet with flourishing plants

and multiplying animals. However, archeologists found that the ecological data in Shang culture varied in quantities in different

periods. Considering together with the historical records such as “elephant go southward,” “Heng River dried thrice one day”,
and “Yellow River dried, Shang died,” it is credible that the ecological environment in North China during late Shang Dynasty
fluctuated: in the wake of climate becoming cold and dry as well as the soil deterioration, draught and sandstorm happened fre-

quently which in tumn caused the reduction of vegetation and the distinction or migration of animals. As the main cause for the fluc-

tuation ‘could be the direction turning of the Northeastern monsoon, the human destruction also accelerate the ecological deteriora-

tion.
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