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From Novel to Peking Opera—the Fate of the

Traditional Legend in Lin Hai Xue Yuan

Cheng Guangwei
(Dept, of Chinese Language and Literature, Renmin University. Beijing 100872,China)
Abstract; The novel Lin Hai Xue Yuan written by Qu Bo in the 1950s is closely related with the China’s profound
tradition of legend. Its text structure. narrative style and character design tend to imitate China’s knight and
legendary novels. It is the combination of modern revolutionary novels and traditional folk legends. Qualified with
the functions of both pelitical propaganda and entertainment, the description of the wars in this novel is performed
in both real and imaginary ways. The novel was adapted to a Peking opera named Zhi Qu Wei Hu Shan, in which
the original legend was replaced by class struggle. Therefore, it became the example of the revolutionary
Romanism.

Key Words: Modification; Legend; Adaptation



