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Abstract: The most recent paleobotanical evidence indicates that during the transitional period from the late
Paleolithic to the early Neolithic (30,000 to 10,000 BP)in northern China, vegetal food resource use moved from
broad—spectrum gathering (Broad Spectrum Revolution )to intensive and specialized gathering of wild millets and
that by around 10,000 BP, proto—domestication of millets came about. The appearance of the first tools and
utensils linked to this gathering are in agreement with this process. In the sites located in the southern area of
the Taihang mountains and north of the bow of the Yellow River, querns remain the only tool associated with
this gathering and processing activity ; in the sites between the north and northeast of the Taihang mountain
chain and the south of the Yanshan mountains, dating between 12,000 and 9,000 BP, tools and utensils such as
the quern, sickle, lithic hoe and pottery represent integral evidence on intensive and specialized gathering that
was to bring about domestication of wild millets: the first millets with domestic characteristics have been
discovered in the sites of this region for around 10,000 BP. Hence, this area must have been the centre of origin
for domestication of millets in northern China. Accompanied by advances in lithic technology, the domestication of
millets in this region results from large —scale utilization of this vegetal resource, followed by climatic and
environmental changes from the late Paleolithic to the early Neolithic, in particular, the extreme cooling in the
Younger Dryas phase between 12,800 and 11,500 BP. Responding to this climatic pressure, as well as to
demographic developments, the population of the area immigrated to the South. However, for those who left before
ca. 10,000 BP, they were not yet equipped technically to domesticate the wild millets in their new lands and
continued their traditional lifeway as ‘hunter—gatherers’.
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