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Tradition, Drama Tradition and Creation;
Analysis and Correction of the “Tradition” of Chinese Drama

Zhang Fuhai

Abstract : Chinese drama is a drama which is established on the principles of stylization, virtualization and
music — based and on the interpretation methods of singing, speaking, acting and acrobatic fighting, and
hand - eye agility steps. Kunqu opera and Peking opera, as a model of drama, are not a tradition, but a
specific use of the regulations of the drama tradition in the genre of drama. The unchanged use of the drama
tradition, however, is the tradition. The transmission relationship in the teaching and leafning is not tradition
either; it belongs to, however, methodology. On the other hand, the Ximai (lineage of drama), which is
handed down from masters to disciples, constitutes the genealogy of the transmission of Chinese drama. Dra-
ma is a world of creation, which is demonstrated in the fact that when a drama model is finished in history,
a new model is then created afterwards. The newly created model, however, is not unfounded; rather, its
creation is realized by inheriting the drama tradition abstractly. As a result, a long - lasting life is obtained
by the drama in such a continuous creation.

Key words : Chinese drama, tradition, drama tradition (Jutong), Genealogy, composition, abstract inheritance
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