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Retrospective and Prospective Views on the Discipline of Theatre Studies

Fu Jin

Abstract; Among many sub - disciplines of contemporary theatre studies, an obvious breakthrough is seen in
the studies of modern and contemporary Chinese theatre. Peking Opera and the study of Mei Lanfang are the
focus of the studies of the genre of theatre, for example, Grand Dictionary of the Kunqu Opera represents the
latest research fruits. It has been an emerging academic momentum to study local theatrical genres. On the
other side, breakthrough in the documentation and publication of historical theatrical archives is seen in the
publications of Traditional Chinese Opera in the Ming Dynasty , Traditional Chinese Opera in the Qing Dynas-
ty, Document Collection of Historical Archives of Peking Opera ( Qing Dynasty) and its Sequel, and Complete
Works of Mei Lanfang. However, it is noticed that the basic theory study of theatre is relatively weak, the
study of Chinese theatrical performance system stagnates, the study of theatrical theory and foreign drama is
gradually marginalized ,which will definitely arouse deep concern in the field of drama studies.

Key words :theatre studies, study of the theatrical genre, p’ublication of the historical theatrical archives,
study of basic theatrical theories
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