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On Different Genres of Literature: a Case Study of Peking Opera and Folktales

DONG Xiaoping
(Center for Folklore, Ancient Writing and Chinese Characters, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Chinese people are proud of Peking opera, the national art treasure, and rich folktales, which
are mutually dependent. However, few scholars have linked the two genres in their research because of the
cultural stratification of the two. At present, the related research has its academic value. First, as the object of
study, it will provide an example to integrate the entire Chinese literature. Second, in methodology, the pro—
cess of data collection and text analysis proves the necessity of interdisciplinary research. Third, specifically,
it could solve the problems which a single discipline cannot deal with because of the subdivision of disci-
plines in the past, say, the feature of genre study. The relevant research may play a positive role in the popu~
larization and protection of Peking opera as an intangible heritage.
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