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Temple Fair Culture in Tianzhuangtai

By Wei Xiaodong

There are five world religions gathering
in Tianzhuangtai — Buddhism, Taoism,
islamism, Christianity and Catholicism. From
the middle period of Ming Dynasty to the
transitional period between Qing Dynasty and
the Republic of China, nine temples were
built within Tianzhuangtai Town and in the
surroundings including three temples (Guandi
Temple, Chaoyang Palace, and Wanghai
Temple), one Christian Church and one
Catholic Church within the ancient city district
as well as six temples (Chongxing Tempie,
Lingyun Palace, Baoling Palace, Mosque,
Wenchang Temple, and Bingshen Temple)
outside the ancient city district. The intensive
religious buildings make it possible for the

temple fair culture in Tianzhuangtai to flourish.

Until now, the ancient town Tianzhuangtai
preserves five temple fairs; Wanghai Temple
Fair on April 18 in the lunar calendar, aiso
called “Goddess Temple Fair”; Chongxing
Temple Fair on April 28 in the lunar calendar,
also called “Medicine King Temple Fair”;
Guandi Temple Fair on May 13 in the lunar
calendar, also called “Lord Temple Fair”;
Ghost Lord Temple Fair on July 15 in the
lunar calendar, although Ghost Lord Temple
is already abolished, the cultural activity of
“floating river lanterns” is perfectly inherited;
“Festival of Fast-breaking” which is the
most solemn among the eight festivals held
annually by Mosque.



