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Peking Opera Art of Tang

By Wu Sheng

N

As the founder of the Peking opera art of the
Tang school, Mr. Tang Yunsheng, born in 1903,
came to Shenyang in 1934. What has happened
later shows that the special historical environment,
social climate and the regional flavor unique to
northeast China are of direct influence on his artistic
creation and aesthetic judgment.

In 1947, Tang was invited to perform in
Shanghai. The audience were deeply attracted by
his unique style, innovative postures and dance
movements, civil and military performance form
and the wonderful range of roles (such as male
character and female characters, the actor with a
painted face and clown and so on). His unigue role
as General Guan Yu performance was much
applauded. Hence, audiences, cultural circles and
the media all sang the praises of "the Lin School of
the south, the Ma School of the north and the Tang
school outside the Shanhaiguan Pass". The Tang
school thus received equal attention with the Lin
School founded by Zhou Xinfang and the Ma School
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founded by Ma Lianliang, who lived in Beijing.
Thus, the art of the Tang school from northeast
China won unanimous high praise from the country's
Peking opera circle and gained a placed in the
glorious history of Peking opera.

The representative items of the art of Tang
school are mostly the historical plays, with the
States of the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, Historical
Records and Romance of Three Kingdoms as
subject matter and mostly portraying the roles of
patriotic generals and important historical
characters. The special content and characters
give the singing, speaking and performing of Tang
Yunsheng show a unique dignified, simple,
vigorous, broad and graceful artistic flavor.

Because Tang Yunsheng has few disciples,
it is difficult for the art of the Tang school to be
handed down. it has been on the verge of
extinction. In 2006, the Peking opera art of
Tang school was accepted as a national
intangible cultural heritage.




