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Ma Shulin's Water-Ink
Paintings of Peking
Opera Figures

Water and ink painting is the cream
of the traditional Chinese painting, and
Peking opera is the cream of operas
popular in the country. Ma Shulin should
be the first person in China to bring
the two together.

Carrying the tint of Western style,
works created by Ma include one
depicting Peking opera martial arts
performers, both male and female.
Purposely heavily applied with ink dots
and lines to achieve the three—dimension
effect, it is so good that viewers can
hear beatings of drums and gongs in
the painting.

In another piece of the water—ink
painting, titled the Congueror Bidding
Farewell to His Concubine, headgears
of Xiang Yu (232-202BC), the
Conquercr, and the movements of his
fingers make it possible for viewers to
hear singings the Congueror sings in
Peking opera performances. This, plus
the use of dots and lines, creates a
work unique to Peking opera.

In addition to Peking opera figures,
Ma also paints flowers, birds, animals
and fowls. Some of his works,
including Ode to the Heaven, were
shown in national fine art exhibitions
for many times running, and some of
these were crowned with awards.,

Ma is now Vice—President of the
Lu Xun College of Fine Arts, president

@By Xiao Su

Guan Yu's Waterloo in Maicheng Town.
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The actor and actress playing a martial role.
of its branch and its attached middle

school. He is charged with tutoring
people digging MA in fine arts.
Meanwhile, he is deputy chief editor
of Beautiful Garden and vice—chairman
of the Liaoning Provincial Asscciation
of Fine Artists. @
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