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The Staging and Influencing Factors of Leisure Culture Development

in Beijing During Ming and Qing Dynasty

WU Cheng-zhong', HAN Guang-hui’
(1. Leisure Industry Research Center , Foreign Economic and Trade University, Beijing 100029 ;

2. School of Urban and Environmental Science, Beijing University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The Ming and Qing Dynasty was the prosperous time of leisure culture development in

ancient Beijing. The change of custom brought tremendous influence on leisure activities in Beijing. The

folk in Beijing after Wanli during the Ming Dynasty pursured material enjoyment and pleasure. In the ear-

ly and middle of the Qing Dynasty, the three hills and five gardens were constructed, teahouses, restau-

rants, assembly halls, temple fairs, landscape spots developed well,commercial theater began to appear.

Because of the policy of dividing-rule for Han town and Man town, the western area of the outer city loca-

ted in the forefront of the districts of Beijing in all kinds of leisure sites building. At the end of Qing Dy-

nasty, Beijing opera formed, while gardens and other leisure sites were destroyed by foreign invaders.

However, From the Sino-Japanese naval battle to the collapse of the Qing Dynasty, Beijing went into the

development stage of absorbing western leisure culture. The park and Beijing Zoo were opened as public

leisure space, which became an important historical events in the leisure development history of Beijing.

Key words: Beijing leisure culture; passive recreation; dynamic recreation; recreational leisure
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