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Coexistence of Peasant and Townsfolk Plebian Literatures
——An Important Section in Chinese Literature Panorama in the 1940s
: WU Fu-hui
(National Museum of Modern Chinese Literature, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Chinese literature in the 1940s was in a surrounding of national defense war, characterized
by multiple plebian literature forms. The literature in the Liberated Area evolved into “peasant
plebian literature” under the guidance of Mao Zedongs Speech at the Forum of Art and Literature in
Yan‘an, presenting easily understandable and admirable peasant literary works including the yangge
opera Brother and Sister Reclaiming Barren Land (Xiongmeikaihuang) , new opera White —haired
Women (Baimaonv) as well as plenty of new Peiking opera, street poetry, wall paper, popular stories
and Zhao Shuli’s novel. In the enemy-occupied area and the KMT-govern Area, there emerged urban
popular literature, or the “townsfolk plebian literature” represented by the works of Zhang Ailing
and Xu Xu. Therefore, in the 1940s peasant—oriented and townsfolk—oriented plebianism grew together
into coexistence of peasant and townsfolk plebian literatures that propelled Chinese national literature
to a modern and Chinese stage.

Key words: 1940s;peasant plebian literature ;townsfolk plebian literature (FEHE . KER)



