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The Image and Moral Spirit of the Righteous: A Study of the Orphan of Zhao in Peking Opera from the

Perspective of Cultural Tradition

Sun Yujin

Abstract: The story of orphan of Zhao in Peking Opera, generally can be classified into two categories: one is
Ba Yi Tu system, the second is the Orphan of Zhao, which was born relatively late. Ba Yi Tu fully show the free will
and moral spirit of the righteous group under different circumstances. The Orphan of Zhao deliberately highlights the
image of Cheng Ying as central role. From one character in one situation to multiple characters in one situation, the
Orphan of Zhao cleverly realizes the interaction between the righteous group and Cheng Ying, which provides a new
narrative pattern for the presentation of moral spirit of the righteous.

Key Words: Ba Yi Tu; the Orphan of Zhao; Cheng Ying; moral predicament; free will
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