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On Educational Funds Raised from the Temples Land Property in
Late Qing Dynasty and Local Operation
—%Taking Xuyong County Sichuan Province As A Case

Xu Yue
(College of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064)

Abstract: Starting from 1902, the Xuyong county government collected 50% of the reve-
nues from 58 local temples in the area, over 2000 Chu’an annually. The sum of money
to be collected was proposed by the local school management and approved by the local
government officials, but the actual amount of collection that they decided on after ne-
gotiations with the monks varied from year to year. To ensure a regular amount that
could be collected for the school running, the school board directors of all the schools
demanded that the land property levied should be transferred to the schools and that the
tenants turn to them for renting the land accordingly. In 1906, the Bureau of Education
was established, the soaring number of the public schools appeared, which was followed
by the difficulties in fund raising for the schools. To increase the school funding, the lo-
cal gentry overseeing the school running started an investigation over the monks’ ques-
tionable practices, such as the hiding, defaulting and missing reports of the revenues
from the land. Since the monks and the temples were unwilling to share part of their as-
sets to support the school running, the school board directors resorted to the local gov-

ernment, who had the right to arrest the monks and to force them to pay up.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; educational reform; educational funds raised from the

temple land property; Xuyong county
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