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Environmental Governance Analysis of the Root Causes of Sandstorms in China
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Abstract: Why hasn’t land desertification been controlled efficiently? What are the root causes of sandstorms in China? Based on a field
survey in XilinGol Prefecture and Hunshandake sand land in Inner Mongolia, this paper gives an analysis on the governance causes for
sandstorms problem in China. The study results indicate that the governance problems are actually the root causes of the generation and
inefficient control of sandstorms. “Self-sufficiency”-targeted agricultural policies and common property of grassland are the inducement of
grgssland degradation. Meanwhile, the factors of improper responsibility assignment mechanism, improper ecological restoration investment
mechanism, absence of grassland restoration management and inefficiency of supervision mechanism are all the restrictions for efficient control
of sandstorms in China. To solve the problems above, the authors suggest that firstly, we should coordinate targets of current agricultural policy
and environmental policy in order to reduce resources demand and prevent sandstorms from its sources. Secondly, we should enhance the
governance capacity in sandstorm control, focusing on clarifying duties and strengthening the government human resources for environmental
protection in rural areas.
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