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Study on the Image of Concubine Yu Played by Mei Lanfang in
Farewell to My Concubine

YU Liwei

(Art Research Institute, Communication University of China. Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: Farewell to My Concubine , adapted by Wu Zhenxiu et al and played by Mei Lanfang, has
made the image of Concubine Yu in a peak position, and become an important representative work of Mei
Lanfang. Farewell to My Concubine (Mei Lanfan version), based on Historical Record , Chu Han conten-
tion and Historic Novels o f the Western Han Dynasty , has reviewed and rebuilt by many historians, writ-
ers and artists in the opera performance, finally presented the image of Concubine Yu on the stage. This
paper hopes to find the character features of the Concubine Yu from the aspects of image, narrative and the
number of showing in stages, and attempts to contribute to the dramatization of historic literatures and the
cultural communication with foreign countries.

Key words: Mei Lanfang; Concubine Yu; Farewell to My Concubine; Story of Young Ladies; His-

toric Novels of the Western Han Dynasty
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