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Development of Buddhism and Taoism and the Change of Folk Fair:
A History — based Survey of Folk Fair Customs in
Southwest Zhejiang Province

ZHANG Zhuping

Abstract ; Folk fair ( called Miaohui in the Chinese language) shows theist beliefs and religious serv-

ice rituals, yet it has blended with many factors in its development such as politics, econ-

omy, culture and ecology. In the Upper Ancient Times there were collective activities of

worshipping Yellow Emperor in southwest Zhejiang Province. By the Tang Dynasty folk

fair became mature inherently, and rose and prospered along with Buddhism and Taoism.

Through social change it remains lively there, displaying clear features of era, particularly

regional, temporal, collective and religious mysterious features, in the combination of tra- -

dition and modernity.

Key words ; Buddhism and Taoism; traditional folk fair; historic change; main features; way of ex-

pression
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