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Reinvention of the Tradition: a Study of “ Song—han-yi”
( Sending—Warm-Clothes) Ritual at Chenghuang Temple in Zhengding City

YAN Jing—wang
( Music College, Hebei Normal University, Shi—jia—zhuang, Hebei 050024 )

Abstract. “Chenghuang” , the Town God, is one of the important deities that were worshiped in ancient religion
and culture of Han nationality. “ Legitimate religion” has been highlighted officially since Ming Dynasty. As the product
of Feng—shan ceremony ( grand ceremony of worshiping for heaven ) at the early period of Ming Dynasty, Chenghuang
Temple in Zhengding city has been integrated into people’ s faith as one of the influential religious and cultural sites. It
is centered on deity with ritual as its carrier and music as its core and manifests the traditional “rites”. With a field in-
vestigation of “ Han—yi” folk festival, this paper discusses its relationship with Chenghuang Temple. Besides, it
provides a review of related activities, investigates the cultural ecology, and discusses the ritual music and historical
changes. Moreover, it elaborates the reinventions of “Song—han—yi” ( Sending—Warm—Clothes) Ritual to discuss the
relationship between folk activities and Chenghuang Temple and reveals the connotations behind the ritual music.

Key words: Chenghuang Temple in Zhengding city; “Song—han—yi” (Sending—Warm—Clothes) Ritual; ceremo-

nial tune; reinvention of the tradition
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