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An Analysis of the Origin of Desertificationin Arid Area

of Northwest China and Corresponding Countermeasures
CHEN Meng—xiong
Consulting Center MinistryofLandand Resources Beijing 100035 China

Abstract Thetypicalaridareain Northwest China coversabout25% ofthe whole territory mostly desertand gravel plain known as Gob-
i. During the past 50 years the rapid extension of desertification has become more and more severe. The origin of the desertification
includes both natural factors and artificial factors the later being the major one, including the irrational development and utilization of
water resources as well as the destruction of forest or vegetation are. This paper gives a detail analysis of the variation of the water en-
vironment due to the impact of human activities. The worsening of water environment has caused the deterioration of the eco-environ-
ment resulting in a large-scale of desertification. The paper also discusses the relationship between the desertification and the dust
storm in N. China. Some countermeasures have been put forward for the prevention to the extension of desertification.
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