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The Lanzhou Taiping Drum’s symbol and metaphor on culture of agriculture in northwest of China

NA Zhen-ting
(Sociolgy,Authropology and Folklore Department , Northwest Minorities University , Lanzhou 730030 ,China)

Abstract: Lanzhou Taiping Drum, a kind of drum with bovine-skin membranes stretched over its ends and iron rings atta-
ched of its handle, beaten with a long thin drumstick, is a traditional fork art which is spread far and wide at the villages
located at the outskirts of Lanzhou City. It has developed into a folk art form which has an unique West China style over
hundreds years. The author makes the drum of Shuifu Village, Shuifu Town, Gaolan County in Lanzhou as a living exam-
ple, describes and analyzes such aspects as its origin, the cultural connotation of farming, the cultural details which com-
bine with sacrifices and the situation of inheriting and developing Lanzhou Taiping Drum at Shuifu Village. By analyzing
the characteristic and sacrifice of the drum in early years, the author founds that the drum which is popular among the
people mirrors the cultural connotation and distinctive features of farming, and then promulgates the innovation and devel-
opment of Lanzhou Taiping Drum in modern society. Finally, on the aspect of its performance, the skill of making, the
masses’ mentality of imparting and protection for nonmaterial cultural heritage, the author thinks that it waits on practi-
cal study and needs full research.

Key words: the culture of agriculture;pray for blessings and disaster relief;sacrifice;impartment and development
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