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On the Origin and Worship of the Temple Fair of Taihe Lotus God
The Third Survey of The Temple Fair of Lotus God in Guangchang, Jiangxi

YAO Cheng-qing
( Culture, TV and Broadcast Bureau of Guangchang County, Fuzhou 344900, China)

Abstract; There are three arguments about the origin of Guangchang lotus peasants’ worship to lotus God: the
first is God’ s saving of the lotus; the second is the evolution of Shegong; the third is the old custom of the South
lotus birthday. The worship forms of Taihe lotus God can be divided into three types: the leap year worship, the
new year worship and the summer worship. The last one includes the patrons’ worship in the Temple, the worship
of civilly amusing Gods, the worship of parading Gods in turn and the public worship in the Temple Fair. The
characteristics and functions of the worship are mainly embodied in seasonly farm work a4nd primitive religious
customs, being exclusive and inclusive. The Temple Fair culture merges amusing Gods, amusing humans and lo-
tus trade activities into an organic whole. The Temple Fair of lotus God’ s crown prince plays the role of organi-
zing. .

Key Words: Guangchang; the Temple Fair of Taihe Lotus God; origin; worship



