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Fig 02 Physical Mode!
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Fig.03 Recreational Area Plan
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Fig.04 Recreational Area Section
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Fig.05 Recreational Area
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Fig.07 Cale Garden
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Fig.08 Carpark Garcen (Earlier Concept)

This is an extensive desert located in the north of
Doha, the capital of Qatar, with litlle rain and massive
sandstorm all the year round. Benefiting from the
rapid economic growth of ail and natural gas, the
large Qatar Petroleum Headquarters will erect from
the vast desert. The shape of buildings is similar to the
way desert flowers grow and bloom from the ground.
Do we want these buildings to sit on a glossy green
landscape? Do we let them blend with the surrounding
desert to become a small casis? Do we make our
landscape stand out from the architecture? Or do
we want our landscape to be with the architecture
harmonicusly? We come up with lots of questions.

Apparently, it is unreal and unsustainable to
create a large forest or green lawn in such a vast
desert. The buildings are very lofty and sculptural,
but they seem to say "we do not belong to this flat
desert.” After careful consideration, we feel that
we have to evolve beyond the interational design
language and become specific to its time and place
of Qatar Pefroleum.

We love architects’ design. The architecture
has an underlying curving grid which informs the
shape of the office building leaves as well as many
of the other building structures on site, We extend the
architectural geometries into our extensive landscape,
small courtyards and garden spaces. We use their
grid to guide our sculptured landforms, hardscape
material layouts and arrangements of tree and shrub
planting so that the buildings are growing out from
the landscape. We try to make the whole site read
as one, with a consistent geometric DNA, providing a
unifying fink ( Fig.01-02) .

We aim to improve the transition from desert
landscape to oasis landscape smoothly. The grid
ribbons which are made of a series of 2.5 high dunes
weave towards the extensive desert landscape.






The vast scale of landscape responds very well to the tall architecture. We use local desert rocks to construct
the dune-like landforms to prevent the erosion resulting from massive sandstorm and heavy rain and blur the
boundaries between the constructed and natural landscape. The ribbon gardens are a series of shady and
green garden spaces located in the shaded micro climates as crealed by the buildings. The green ribbons
reach out from the architeclural centres towards the desert landscape. The ribbons weave between the dune
land forms and slowly dissipate as they approach the edges of the site. The plant species in the ribbons will
slowly change to being more desert like as they move away from the protective micraclimate of the buildings.
Considering that Doha is situated in a drought and windy desert environment, we use the low bit of these dune-
like forms to collect water and provide micro climates for flora and fauna to occupy. These dune-like forms well
represent the sustainable strategy of this project(Fig.03-09).

Ouring our visit in Qatar, we noticed that local people still keep their raditional agricultural methods by using
traditional Falaj irrigation channels under the shade of large palm grove to irrigate heavy planting. We absorb this
tradiional language lo create casis gardens which scatter in recreational area, corporation training centre and
between carpark buildings to give pecple the feeling of scale and texture,

Some people may think it is difficult to create beautiful landscape in desert. But we have to say it is the
large scale and desert scene making this project so interesting and full of imagination. Do you want to enjoy a
unique waving desert landscape? Come and visit Qatar Petroleum Headquarters(Fig.10-12).

Biography:
ZHOU Liang-jun, who received his Master Degree of Landscape Design from the University of Sheffield, is a landscape
architect at Martha Schwartz Partners Lid London offica.
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Client. Qatar Petroleum

Landscape Architect: Martha Schwartz Partners Lid.
Architect: SOM

Engineer: Halcrow Group

Lighting Design: Bartenbach

Location: Doha, Qatar

Size of Project: 50 hectares

Estimated Completion Date: 2012

Photo Credit: Martha Schwartz Partners Lid.
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Fig.09 Carpark Garden
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Fig.10 Desert Landscape 2 (Earlier Concapl)
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Fig.11 Night View of Desert Landscape
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